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Homecoming parade photos. Top: First place float, Thayer Elementary; next two 
photos: tied for second place: Sixth Grade Center float and the Mu Alpha Theta 
and National Honor Society float; JROTC starts off the parade; Wood Elementary 
Steppers; WHS football team; and WMDS marching band.  

    Last week was a really bad week for 
“Mary” and her mother.
    Mary was acting out and her behavior 
had reached the point where she was 
about to be removed from the bus. 
Mary’s mother pleaded with the bus 
driver to not suspend her from the bus, 
saying that she could not afford the 
gas to transport Mary back and forth to 
school. Mary’s mother said it had been 
a difficult time and their electricity was 
getting ready to be shut off because she 
couldn’t pay that bill.
    Two fourth graders at Freedom 
Elementary overheard the conversation 
and realized they had three choices. 
They could be bullies and make fun 
of Mary and taunt her for her poverty. 
They could ignore the situation and 
say, “That’s not our problem.” Or, they 
could try to do something about it.
    Over-hearing the mother’s heart-
wrenching pleas, Isabella Nickels and 
her cousin, Jadyn Potts, decided to 
step up and make a difference. That 
night, they cooked a meal and took it to 
Mary’s home and gave her an envelope 
with money from their savings to pay 
for Mary’s electricity. Next, they met 
with the bus driver and asked if some 
of the girls could take turns sitting with 
Mary. Isabella reasoned that if they 
could each sit with Mary and engage 
her in conversation, they could help her 
stay out of trouble.
    “I am so proud of how Isabella and 
her cousin stepped up to help and how 

4th graders 
set example
They give money to keep 
family’s power on, help 
student behave on bus 
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their friends quickly joined them,” says 
Veronica Vergara, her teacher. “We 
so often hear about students making 
poor choices, but this is an example 
of the kind of students we have in the 
Waynesville School District. They care 
about each other and want to help each 
other.”
    As a result of the students working 
together, Mary now has a friend to sit 
with every day and she comes home to 
a house that has power.
    For their leadership efforts, Nickels 
and Potts will receive a Citizenship 
Medal during Freedom’s Parent-Teacher 
Conference on Oct. 24.  Nickels’s 
mother, Rebecca King, says the two 

The WHS volleball team rode on 
a St. Robert fire truck with a sign 
proclaiming, “WHS Volleyball Team 
is on Fire.” They can back their 
claim:  the 2013 team has won more 
games – 22 – than any other team in 
the school’s history.  They will play 
at home again on Tuesday, Oct. 22, 
against a tough Kickapoo team. Fans 
are encouraged to attend and cheer 
on the team.
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On fire

are honored to receive the medal, and 
is proud of them and their friends for 
helping.   
    October is Bully Prevention Month 
and the timing couldn’t be more perfect. 
“We really emphasize the importance 
of teaching students not only how to 
recognize bullying, but also how to be 
better citizens,” says Darrel Vaughan, 
assistant superintendent of personnel 
services. “This incident is a reminder 
to all of us to reach out to help our 
neighbors. Isabella has set an excellent 
example for all of us to follow.”  
 
*Mary is not the child’s name, but was 
used to protect her identity. 

    Students in grades K-12 and their 
parents are invited to attend the STEM 
Expo from noon to 4 p.m. Saturday, 
Oct. 26, in the Waynesville High 
School gym and designated classrooms.
    “This event is designed to be fun and 
to get students excited about science, 
technology, engineering and math 
(STEM),” says Kym McCall, I-STEM 
21 project director and the event’s 
organizer. “We will 
have fun, hands-
on activities for 
students including a 
Lego robot, gliders, 
bridge building and 
egg drops.”
    Nineteen clubs 
and organizations 
will have booths 
at the STEM Expo 
with several from Missouri University 
of Science and Technology. 
    “S&T college students will 
bring over some of their projects 
such as Miners in Space who will 
show examples of zero-gravity 
engineering,” McCall says “S&T’s 
SHPE organization will conduct 
parent workshops for financial aid and 
scholarships.”  
    Some booths will have examples of 
careers and educational opportunities 
related to science, technology, 
engineering and math. Over the next 
decade, the number of STEM-related 
job opportunities is expected to increase 
by 17 percent, according to the non-
profit coalition STEM Advantage. 
    “STEM careers are top-rated in the 
United States in terms of pay,” McCall 
says. “As a nation, it is important for us 
to encourage students to pursue careers 
in these fields.” 
    All ages are welcome and 
encouraged to visit and participate in 
the hands-on activities being offered by 
the various organizations.

STEM Expo  
Saturday, Oct. 26

Tiger Tails
Send us your comments, 
suggestions and ideas to 

ttails@waynesville.k12.mo.us



    Waynesville High School physics 
students designed, built and then 
launched their homemade rockets.    
    They tested and applied the theories 
of physics by adjusting rocket 
dimensions, the amount of water inside 
their rockets and the amount of air 
pressure applied. Each rocket was timed 
to determine its individual length of 
flight. 

Water gushes out as a launch takes 
place with Austin Adams and Steven 
Gayman leading the process. 

Physics students 
launch rockets

    WHS students in ELL (English Language Learners) classes created masks and 
posters to broaden the understanding of the Day of the Dead as part of the celebration 
of National Hispanic American Heritage Month. They also created a Vejigante, a 
horned creature that was meant to scare people back to church, in Puerto Rican 
folklore. 
    The items were on display at Lincoln Hall on Fort Leonard Wood this week.  The 
Day of the Dead is a holiday that focuses on family and friends gathering to pray for 
and remember friends and family members who have died. 

ELL students promote 
Hispanic American 
Heritage Month

   Waynesville High 
School’s FCCLA is 
urging fans to “pink 
out” the final varsity 
football game at Tiger 
Stadium Friday, Oct. 
25, by wearing pink to 
the game and helping 
to raise funds for the 
American Cancer 
Society.   
   Last year FCCLA – Family, Career and Community 
Leaders of America – raised $5,000 for the American 
Cancer Society. To help raise funds this year, T-shirts 
featuring the new pink and white “Scratch Out Cancer” 
image are for sale. Shirts are available at the high school 
from FCCLA members and sponsors Mrs. Chrystal Bohrer 
or Mrs. Amy Johnson.

FCCLA to help scratch out cancer

East Elementary welcomed the 
Waynesville Rural Fire Department 
Monday, Oct. 7. Students learned 
about fire safety and had the 
opportunity to meet Sparky and 
view a fire truck. Teachers also 
incorporated fire safety into lessons 
during the week.

East students 
learn fire safety



For the second year, Citizens Mortgage Company sponsored the 
Homecoming football game and also paid tribute to the oldest alumni 
in attendance at the game. Following a search of the fans, the honor 
went to Nancy (Mayer) Logan, WHS class of 1948. Logan returned to 
Waynesville to watch her grandson, a Camdenton Laker senior, play 
against the Tigers. Pictured (from left to right) the Waynesville Tiger, 
WHS Principal Courtney Long, Superintendent Judene Blackburn, 
Logan, CMC staff Shawn Cordry, Jenny Bordwell and Dalton Quick.
Citizens Mortgage Company will present a $500 scholarship in 
Logan’s honor to a 2014 graduating senior. WHS seniors may apply 
at the Counselor’s office in April and the award will be given at the 
May honors progam.

    Using photographs, 
fifth graders at Thayer 
Elementary dressed 
up like children 
photographed from other 
cultures and used the 
photos to compare life 
for these children to their 
own culture. 
   Students in Mr. 
Kimball’s and Mrs. DeSouza’s classes then used their narrative writing 
skills to write about a day in the child’s life. Once dressed like the student 
in a photo, fifth graders compared and contrasted their looks to the photo. 
    This was a great project and it was made possible with the help of Mrs. 
Sanford, Mrs. Woolsey, Mrs. Crawford, Ms. Hallbrook, Mrs. Caldwell, 
Mrs. Guyne and Mrs. Shepperd.

The 2013 Waynesville High School Homecoming queen Elizabeth 
Sisson and her court Jenny Yoon, sophomore; Katie Staats, 
freshman; Kaprina Stewart, senior; Mariah Croker, senior; Kimmy 
Attwood, senior; and Pia Ludwig, junior.

Thayer students learn about cultures

    The WHS Marching Band competed in the 
Champion of Champions Marching Band competition 
featuring 24 bands on Oct. 12 at the University of 
Missouri-Columbia. In the preliminary competition, 
the Waynesville High School band placed fourth in 
their division.The winner of each class and the next 
top 5 scores qualified for the finals competition. WHS 
finished in seventh place in the finals competition.  The 
drumline was awarded fifth place in the competition.
    The band will be marching in the Route 66 Marching 
Festival this Saturday.

By Cadet Captain Cody Solomon
     The Waynesville JROTC orange team dominated 
the Smith Cotton Raider Meet, taking 1st place overall 
on Oct. 12 in Sedalia, Mo.  
    They competed against 16 teams. With a PT average 
of 293.5 and a 10k time of 55.27, the orange team 
pulled ahead of the rest early on and continued to win 
event after event, including an astounding 1.32 on the 
one rope bridge, and 3 minutes flat on the leadership 
reaction course. Other events included the biathlon, 
Raider Challenge Course and the 1-mile ruck run. 
    The teams are training for Raider Nationals where 
they will compete against the top teams across the 
United States for the first place spot and the national 
champions title. The Raiders will leave Oct. 31 for 
Molena, Ga., where Raider Nationals will be held.

JROTC dominates meet

Marching band competition

The WHS Speech 
and Theatre 
Department and 
Thespian Troup 
1669 will continue 
to present the 
play, “Let’s Murder 
Marsha” at the 
WHS Theatre. The 
play begins at         
7 p.m. tonight and 
Saturday. A Sunday 
matinee will begin 
at 2:30 p.m. Oct. 20. 
Ticket prices are 
$5 for adults; $4 for middle and high school 
students; and $3 for children under age 10. 


